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Military Geography of IRAN 1

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE COMPASSIONATE,THE MERCIFUL
Introduction

The knowledge of geography should be considered as one of the first and earliest
sciences that the mankind has attained it,for the mankind, after acknowledging
himself , has attempted to learn and explore the environment surrounding him.

For this very reason , geography should be truly named the mother of all
sciences, for all enlightenments of mankind are inevitable to acknowledge their own
environment even better and in practice , each of these sciences is somewhat
benefitting from the services provided by the science of geography and geography ,
in its turn too , by benefitting from the sciences helps mankind in its strive for
attaining better condition of life and proper utilization of the nature .

The science of geography in two essential and important natural and human
domains studies reciprocal relations of mankind and environment and in this
expansion of two domains ,each of them has been divided and expanded.

The military geography is one of the branches of geography and has been highly
active in both domains of natural and human geography and enjoying the studies
provided by them. This is the reason why in the military geography, the attempt is to
study the relations prevailing between human and environment and vice versa and in
the end applying the findings in the military and security purposes.

Among the various academic scientific programmes , one can claim that the
knowledge of geography , in its real sense is to pave the way effectively in parallel
with the realization of ideals of the revolution including the sacred defence , self-
sufficiency,independence,construction and development of the country , has enjoyed
the blesses of the glorious Islamic Revolution more than any other scientific
disciplines . This promotion,which has been the results of unsparing endeavors of
the country's caring and sympathetic professors and experts in the field of geography
and its oriented disciplines in Iran ,is highly significant.

During the years preceding the revolution , there was little attention on the
military geography, but with victory of the glorious Islamic Revolution of Iran and
with regard to its sublime ideals,the military geography has gained the special
attention of the country's esteemed officials and application of various
sciences,including the military geography particularly during the 8-year sacred
defence,has taken tremendous strides.

PURPOSE

Military geography is one of the branches of geography that provides the
practical application of geographical effects and factors in the planning, executing
military operations and manoeuvres , establishing security and defence against
threats and research in the military geography requires particular attention to
scientific principles and relations of causes and effects prevailing in the world of
features and phenomena. Thus, military geography studies each section of history
according to the prevailing scientific and technological conditions.
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The necessity of researches and studies of military geography of Iran during the
8-year sacred defence were clearly obvious and requires a coordinated and
integrated planning . Therefore , the collective studies of the military geography of
Iran in the direction of preparing and compiling features and attributions determines
the necessity and importance of the geographical elements of the country.

The detailed studies of geographical factors including physical features and
human factor such as demographic patterns, educations, ethnic and tribal structures,
religions and languages , mores, social structures, utilities and communications
networks, town and rural geography and economic condition will empower the
competent authorities in decision - makings and will help them select different
optimum manners and methods.

At the present, half of the population in our planet are living in urban areas and
this figure is expected in 2025 to raise to more 23 of the population. As the recent
forecasts indicate, in 2025 we will have 40 mega-cities in world , each with a
population of more than 10 million.

Charactristics of populations in national and regional levels, especially in
understanding any cultures, enjoy on important status in the studies of military
geography. Furthermore, diversified settlements in the forms of villages and towns ,
mega-cities and communication networks could very greatly influence military
decision - makings.

Research Methods

The research methods, with  applying scientific principles , modern
technological remote sensing and geographic information system(GIS) and basing
on the precious eras of the sacred defence and relying on the applied field methods,
are divided into the following 4-stages:

Stage I-Designing project and regional divisions of the country.

Stage II-Relying on using field information of the country's geography.

Stage I1I-Summing up the practical and scientific experiences.

Stage IV-Using the modern scientific method of remote sensing and GIS.

Organizing the book

In view of organization,the book is consisted of a introduction,four chapters and
a glossary.The introduction demonstrates the importance and influences of research
method. Chapter I under the title of "generalities " studies the role of human factors
particulary demography, places and constructions and their effects on urban security
and defense. Chapter II discusses the importance of communications and the role of
communication network in the military geography. Chapter III studies the military
geography of the central provinces of the country including Tehran, Esfahan,
Qazvin, Zenjan, Ghom, Lorestan, Semnan, Yazd, Chahahr Mahal va Bakhtiyari and
Hamadan. Chapter IV studies physical conditions, reliefs and rugged terrains,
administrative divisions, state of employment and age-pyramid in the provinces
from the stanpoint of map.

Sayyed Yahya Safavi



